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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 20 and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "said test tone measurement" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 36 recites the limitation "said content distributor" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 37 recites the limitation "said user interface" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 35 recites the limitation "said system communication medium" in lines 1 
and 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-9, 11, 14-20, 24, 26-33 and 38-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Shdema et al (hereafter Shdema) (US 2002/0072816 A1). 

Regarding claims 1, 3-5, 38, 43 and 47, Shdema discloses a network comprising: 

an audio signal producing device (to 126); 

a content distributor, comprising a modulator, communicatively coupled to said 
audio signal producing device (para. 0029); 
a router (108); 

a network communication medium (116) communicatively coupling said content 
distributor and said router; and 

a plurality of addressable loudspeakers (114s) communicatively coupled to said 
network communication medium; 

wherein each of said addressable loudspeakers are configured to function as a 
network peripheral in said network. 

Regarding claims 2, 16, 17, 26, 39-42 and 44-46, said addressable loudspeaker 
further comprises: 

a modem communicatively coupled to said network communication medium 

(although not clearly shown, it is inherently included); 

a signal amplifier (164 as in Fig. 4) communicatively coupled to said modem; and 
a speaker (166 as in Fig. 4 for example) communicatively coupled to said signal 

amplifier; 

wherein said modem is configured to be assigned a unique network identification 
(para. 0029). 
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Regarding claims 6, 7, 18-20, 31 and 32, Shdema discloses that each of the 
addressable loudspeakers further comprising a microphone and transmitting the 
measured test tone to audio signal producing device (122) (para. 0087). 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, Shdema shows a stereo receiver (para. 0043 and 

0055). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 24, Shdema shows a wireless based medium (coupled 
to 1 10 and or/ Wireless Blue-Tooth format). 

Regarding claim 14, Shdema shows the user interface and the user defined 
parameters (para. 0035 and 0038). 

Regarding claim 15, although clearly shown, the user inherently could select OFF 
mode for the speaker(s) not being selected. 

Regarding claims 27-31 and 33, Shdema discloses each and every limitation in 
the body of the claim. An intended use (a surround sound system) clause found in the 
preamble of an apparatus claim is not afforded the effect of a distinguishing limitation 
unless the body of the claim sets forth structure which refers back to, is defined by, or 
otherwise draws life and breadth from the preamble. See In re Casey, 152 USPQ 235 
(CCPA 1967); Kropa v. Robie, 88 USPQ 478 (CCPA 1951). Thus, a preamble is denied 
the effect of a limitation where the claim is drawn to a structure and the portion of the 
claim following the preamble is a self-contained description of the structure not 
depending for completeness upon the introductory clause. See Kropa v. Robie, supra 
at 480; Ex parte Mott 190 USPQ 311, 313 (PTO Bd. of App. 1975). 
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Regarding claims 48-50, the IP as disclosed in Shdema inherently included 
header (para. 0029). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 10, 12, 13, 21-23, 34 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Shdema in view of Inagaki (US 7,099,483 B2). 

Regarding claims 10, 21-23, 34, and 51, Shdema fails to show a power line 
based network medium. Shdema teaches a general network without providing and 
limiting the specific type of the network medium. Inagaki teaches a power line based 
network medium which enables the user to easily connect a plurality of speakers to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/774,915 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2615 

network without setting up any additional cables for connection between the speakers 
and the network controller and providing reliable signal transmission comparing to 
wireless connection. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Shdema in view of Inagaki by utilizing a power line based network medium for 
these advantages. 

Regarding claim 12, Inagaki teaches that the speakers can be placed at different 
rooms (col. 3, lines 55-56) 

Regarding claim 13, Inagaki shows the surround sound configuration. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ping Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-7522. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian C. Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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